6. Variation

nice the scene must ha\e its persons, lu'tv, then, k
Cinderella, who crossed the floor and swept it before
you with a iv >osc\s \vin^.

Hut her sign or direct inn is ni the Orient, conveying
that hcr*s is u subtlety, ft delieaev^*! mote than one f;trd or surface.
It is something little and poignant, wbieh has secrets or appear-
ances that; alter and are not the same. There is the normal^ the
stem, or foliage, and as well, the excessive and fantastic ilowcriii;*
of that. For this is a person of many rmwks, or disguises. She is
a doubled, or deceptive, beiiif*, \viih her own, her true person-
ulity, and the many shadows or fictions that are her profession,
For this wus a dancer, who moved to music, bein#, as it were,
in detBK'hanuter, half creation and half interpretation,

\\V have described this person as being the Orient of die
scene and this was borne out in her green and shutting eyes, which
could* also, be brown, and in her personal gentleness and frag*
ranee of disposition which called to mind, in simile, the bright
clear lights of porcelain, and those words in the old pidgin
Un^iish of factory or tea warehouse, *young 1 iyson, best Kynu >on,
green Pekoe* finest Gunpowder*, together with such adjectives
as *smoky* or *tarry\ or scented with jasmine, with chrysan-
themum petals, or even with gardenia* And now*, from such
beginnings, we transfer her to the earlier,, or classical, past of
that land, to the pagodas and mountains of Tang*

The world had white winters and a vernal spring of un-
familiar colours* This was the land of d!ky where yellow was
ihc shade of beauty, but the cold months called for snow leopard*
for furs that were piebald, that had the hand of snow upon them,
chat had spotting!!, or powderings, or were clouded with the
white, for the panda* the comedian, the droll of the mountains,
seldom seen, concealed in the lofty bamboo groves. Also, this
was the land of pheasants; oot the peacock, which is Indian and,
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